
PRESENT: Joel Blanco-Rivera, Erin Faulder, Jasmine Jones, Mario Ramirez, and Amanda 
Strauss, Adam Zimmerli 

 
START TIME: 12:00 pm 
 
END TIME: 12:46 pm 
 
NOTE:  Business meeting held at SAA 2012. 
 

1. Introductions by all attendees 
2. Introduction about AwB by Joel 
3. Proposal 

a. Questions on practicalities 
i. How are we going to help people? 
ii. What do we envision as ways of deploying people? 

b. Initial focus on projects on the US 
4. Comments and questions from group 

a. We should 
i. Look to established organizations for assistance and membership – not 

only regional organizations, but also student ones 
1. Look at organizations that we may want to model ourselves after 

and speak to individuals in them for guidance (i.e. Blue Shield, 
Endangered Archives Programme) 

ii. Speak to individuals that have grand experience and look into grants 
offered by the NHPRC 

1. Traveling Archivist Program as a model 
iii. In developing backing and creating legitimacy, look from the professional 

development and institutional aspects 
1. Gather information that would best suited for successful grant 

applications 
a. Show need, supervision, and history 

2. Have some service requirement as part of membership 
a. This could serve as advocacy and outreach for the 

organization, as well as something for members to use 
for professional evaluations/promotions 

i. Many institutions/organizations, as part of the 
promotion experience, have community 
involvement aspect (i.e. ACA) 

b. Students could use service as a course credit 
i. Example: UCLA has required service learning, 

which could be used for this 
ii. Talk to educators about this 

c. Levels of service 
i. Mentoring, advocacy, digital products, 

administrative support, etc. 
3. Open up a level of membership for institutions 

iv. Create a database of membership profiles that indicate things such as 
particular skills (language, technology, etc.); the citizenships people hold 
(for cases in which we need people that can more easily respond in other 
countries); ability to travel in a hurry; interests; etc. 

v. In terms of membership forms, look to established organizations, like 
Doctors without Borders, etc. 

1. See what info is accessible to the membership as a whole 
versus what is kept private by the organization; what information 
is there; etc. 



vi. When we are ready to go abroad, look into what is required for visas for 
this kind of work 

vii. Create networks 
1. Reach out to AMIA, etc. 
2. Utilize existing social networks, like LinkedIn, to do so 
3. Establish relationships with archival suppliers 

a. They could sign up as partners to help us with supplies, 
storage, etc. 

b. Do we have a sense of things that could have used the service of AwB? 
i. If we have numbers, we could show the necessity of the organization 

c. Pertaining definitions 
i. What does “at-risk materials” mean? 

1. Not just disaster relief, but also materials from underrepresented 
communities, etc. – we should make this more apparent 

5. Service project at SAA 2013 in New Orleans 
6. Consider a panel at SAA 2013 


